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® Dr. An Kyoung-Jin | University of Tokyo

In the twenty—first century, environmental
education is turning toward a community of
partners so that students, teachers, NGOs, and
politicians can work together to identify and
resolve socio—ecological problems. In order to
make such changes, leadership is pivotal for
driving the change. Today, the challenge for
fostering leaders is how higher education policy
and provisions can be reoriented or retrofitted in a
way that is organizationally practicable,
academically acceptable, and educationally
sound.

As leading Universities in Asia, Seoul National
University (SNU) and the University of Tokyo (UT)
have joined efforts to internationalize curricula and
student experience, broadening their perspective,
by exchanging lectures. UT-SNU Remote Lecture
Program including my course of ‘Environmental
challenges and leadership in Asia (ECLA) by
using a TV conferencing system offers the unique
opportunity for direct contact between SNU and UT
in real time.

This brought us a rich diversity in ECLA class
discussion, The debate on China's economic
growth and its environmental responsibility,
Chenggyechon project in Korea, and the
stakeholder's role play taking the Minamata
disease as a case study provided good training
opportunity to practice students’ communication
skills and understand different approach from
different discipline’s point of view to overcome the
environmental challenges.

® Kim, Sengyun | University of Tokyo

The birth of Information Technology in the 1990s
lead to better computers, mobile phones and the
internet, and has dramatically reduced the efforts
required for communication around the globe.
However, | believe that it is only recent that the
innovations of IT have started to give birth to
actual contribution in our everyday lives. | was
able to experience one of them, through a class |
attended in the University of Tokyo (UT).

During the summer semester of 2012, | had an
opportunity to attend a class called ‘Environmental
Challenges and Leadership in Asia (ECLA) at the
University of Tokyo, which was a remote lecture
program between Seoul National University (SNU)
and the University of Tokyo (UT). It was rather a
new concept to both us students and the
professors, where the students and professors in
each university contributed to the class. Although
there had been minor technical issues from time to
time, it was a very fruitful experience nevertheless.
We were able to communicate with students from
different countries, where different values and
perspectives are accepted, and share our points of
view.

Communication was once key concept that | was
able to take away from the class. Environmental
issues are getting complicated by the day, where
in many cases the shareholders are inter-related
and the issues have inter—state characteristics. |
believe these experiences will help us become true
future leaders and excel.
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